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napura kypa 2008-2009 iunnapnard MOJUSBUH-UKTUCOAUM WHKUPO3HHU Kaiij
THII Kepak. by ypurHma ram HadakaT COFIMKHU CaKJIall TU3UMUHUHT TII00ai
WHKHPO3W XaKuja, Oanku cuécaT, WUKTHCOAMET, WXKTHUMOUN coXamaru cudar
y3rapunuiap Oopacugaru MykKappap paroar xaKuaa KeTMOK/IA.

X03upru Mypakka0 Ba3usTIa MUHTAKaBUN y3apo €p/aM, XaTTH-XapaKaTIapHU
MYBOQUKJIAMITAPHIN Ba axOOpOT ajaMamlvil MMaHACMHSHUHT CaJIOUi oKubOaTia-
puHU eHrud yTuma yrta MyXuM axamustra ira. JKaxoHmaru TeHISHIUsJIapHU
Ky3aTHII XamJa Y3UMHU3HUHT WYKA Ba TalIKd YCTYBOPJWKIIAPHU IIAKJIAHTH-
puILia yIapHUA XMcoOra oJIMII 3apyp.

[Tanmemusira Kapmu TypHUIla yYMYMMHHTaKaBUM XaTTH-XapaKaTJIapHUHT
KUTICTTUTH y3apo (oi1aau MUHTAKABUM XaMKOPJIUKHH SHaJa MYyCTaxKaMJIAIIHH,
UIYHUHTJIEK MaMJIaKaTJIapHUHT HMKTUCOAMM COXada ¥3apo XaMKOPJIUTHUra Oujl
yopa-Tajadupiap MAKMYUHUHT KEHTaUTUPUITUIIIMHA TaK030 ATA/IU.

CrpaTeruk pexaramTHpHUI, Y3apo Kyurad-KyBBaTJall Ba MyBO3aHATIAHTaH
tamku cuécat Mapkasuii Ocuéna KOpOHaBUPYC MAHIEMUSICHHUHT Te3/la €Hru0
YTUIIIa Ba IKTUMOMM-UKTUCOAUNM Ba3uSATHU OapKapopiallTHpUIIAA acoCUi
oMu1 OYrO Xu3Mat KujlaIu.

Jynéna ro3ara kenraH BasusT IIYHW KypcaTaJuKd, OMpOH OWp JaBiar €mFu3 Y3u
yIIOy JaxIIaTiv STHUAeMusira 0ac KeJUIM KUAUH. byH/Ia XaMyKuXaTinK, XaMKOPJIUK Ba
¥3apo Epaam ymdy KacaTMKKa KapIliv Kypailia facTypriamai Oym0 Xu3Mar Kula Iu.

ByryHn xankapo XaMKOpPJIMK Xap KAuOHTHJaH XaM MYXUM axamusTra ora,
Oycu3 ymly WHKUPO3HUHT JABOMJIM HMKTUCOAWN OKHOATIapUHU €HTHO YTHII
MYIIKYJ. AWHUKCA, MUHTaKaBU{ LIEpUKIIAp OMJIaH XaMKOPIUK MyXHM aXaMusaTra
ara 0ynu0, cYHITH Hrmapaa yjaap OWIaH Ky TOMOHJIaMa XaMKOPJIUK aJoKaJlapu
’aJaj pUBOXKIAHMOKIA.
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The foreign policy and political anthropology
of the Middle East

Abstract. Developing the idea of the Arab world or region, Egyptian researchers R. Al-
Bustani and F. Fargus, analyzing regional processes starting with the formation of modern
states, do not use the term the Middle East, but write about the Arab world, Arab states,
North Africa, East Africa, the "Fertile Crescent™ of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, the
Arabian Peninsula. Another Egyptian scholar, M. Muallim, notes that the Middle East is a
region from Iran in the east to Libya in the west, and from Turkey in the north to the southern
borders of the Arabian Peninsula and in Africa to the southern borders of Sudan. Such a
Middle East is a political concept, and, in his opinion, it is better to use the term "Asia-
African region", which includes all the specifics of the territories, from the geographical
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location at the junction of Europe, Asia, Africa, and ending with energy resources. Some
scholars compare the excesses of the "Arab Spring™ and its consequences with such powerful
historical cataclysms as the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the emergence of national
Arab formations after the First World War. In the current situation, the diplomacy of
Uzbekistan should help in the settlement of conflicts and a positive political and economic
transformation of the Middle East and have a solid analytical foundation.

The article pursues a study of the situation in the Middle East in the light of the regime
changes that have taken place and the change in the geopolitical configuration of the region. The
article analyzes the features of the formation and implementation of the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI) in the Near East (Irag, Turkey, the Syrian-Lebanese-Palestinian
zone, Egypt, the Persian Gulf countries, Yemen) in the context of the transformation of the forms
and methods of implementing Washington's strategy of "'systemic containment "IRI. Particular
attention is paid to identifying the potential of Iran as one of the leaders of the Middle East region.
Therefore, the article broadly covers the main directions of the foreign policy of the countries of
the Middle East and assesses the Middle East situation.

Keywords and expressions: the Middle East, international security, regional complex,
Persian Gulf, oil-producing countries, extra-regional powers, G. Morgenthau, USA, Iran, Russia.

Annomauua. Apab Oywécu éxu  MUHMAKACU EOSICUHU  DPUBONCIAHMUPUO,  MUCDIIUK
maokukomuunap P. An-Bycmanu eéa @. Dapeyc 3amoHasuli 0asnanmiapHuHe WakiaHuuoaH
bownanean MuHmMaKasull scapaéuiapuu maxaun kunuo, Axun Hlapx amavacunu uwnammail,
apab Odynécu xakuoa utynoau éaounap, Apab oasnamaapu, [lumomuii Agpuxa, Lllapkui
Agpuxa, Upox, Cypus, Jlusan, HUcpoun, Danacmun, Apabucmon spum oponunune "Depmun
Apum Oun". HAna oup mucpnux onum M.Myanwm Axun [lapy - wapkoa Spondan 2apboa
Jlususiea, wumonoa Typxusioan Apabucmon spum OpoauHuHe dcamyouli yeeapanapuea 6a
Agppuxada Cyoannune scanyoutl yeeapanapuea Kaoap 0ymean Xyoyo dKaAHIUSUHU MABKUOAAUOU.
bynoaii Axun  Illapx-6y cuécuii xommcenmcust 6a yuure ukpuua, Eepona, Ocuénumne
yoppaxacuoazu 2eospagpux  HCoOWIauysuoarn mopmub, XyoyorapHune oapua ysuea Xoc
xycycusmaapunu 33 uduea onean "Ocué-Appurxa munmaxacu” amamacunu umnamean Mavky.
Adhpuxa ea snepeusi manbanapu 6unan myeaviou. bavsu omumnap "apab oaxopu" Hume xaooau
MAWKapu owuuiy 84 YHUHZ OKUOGMIAPUHU YCMOHIU UMNEPUACUHUHE Kylawiu ea bupunyu
JHCAXOH YPYWUOAH KeliuH MWUIUL apab my3uimMaiapuHure naioo Oyauu Kabu Kyui mapuxuil
Kamakmwamiap 6unan  comuumupuuadu. Xosupeu 6asusmoa Y30ekucmon Ouniomamusacy
HuzonapHu xan Kumuoa éa Axun Llapxrume usxcobuti cuécuil 6a ukmucooull yseapuwiuea époam
OepuLiLL 8a MYCIAXKAM MAXTUIUIL ACOC2A 320 OYIIUULU KEPAK.

Maxkonaoa pesxcumnure  yseapuuwi 6a MUHMAKAHUHZ 2€0CUECUL]  KOHGDUSYPAMCUACUHUHS
Weapuu Hykmau Hazapuoar Axun [llapkoaeu eazusmuu ypearuw Ky30a nymuwiean. Maxonaoa
Hwun Llapkoa (Upok, Typrua, Cypus-Jlusan-Danacmun 3onacu, Mucp, @opc kypgasu mamnaxam-
napu, Hwarn) Spon Ucnom Pecnyormuxacu (MPH) mawku cuécamumy wakmaHmupuus 6a amanea
OUWIUPULL XYCYCUSIMTIGPY Maxiun Kuiurean. Bawwmemonnune UPH "musumnu kampos” cmpameeus-
CUHU aMAI2A OWIUPULUL WIAKTTIAPY 64 YCYIIAPUHU Y32apmupuiy Konmekcmu. Sponnune Axun Llapy
MUHMAKACY  SMAKYWIAPUOGH OUpU  cughamuoa CaioxusmuHy  GHUKIAWRA  aioxuoa  emudop
Kapamuwmmokoa. LLynoati kum6, makonaoa Hxun LLlapk, MamiakamiapuHuHe mawiky CUECamuHuHe
acocutl tyHamuuIapy Kene kampab omunear 0ym6 Sxun Llapkoaeu sasusmea 6axo bepunear.

Taanu cy3 ea ubopanap: Axun Lllapk, xankapo xa8@cusiux, MUHMAKABUL KOMNIEKC,
Dopc kypghazu, Hepm Kazub onyeuu Oasramiap, Mummaxaoan mawkapu xyuiap, 1.
Mopzeenmay, AKIII, pon, Poccus.
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Annomauus. Paseusas npedcmaenenue 0O apabckom mupe uml pesuoue, e2unemckue
uccnedosamenu P.Anv-Bycmanu u @.@apeyc, ananuzupys pecuonaibHble HpoYeccyl, HAUUHAs C
00PA308AHUSL COBPEMEHHDIX 20CY0APCIG, He UCNOTb3Yiom mepmut Brusicnuit Bocmox, a nuuym
06 apabckom mupe, kax Apabckue cocyoapemsa, Ceseprasi Agpuxa, Bocmounas Adpuxa,
«llnooopoonvii nonymecsy» Hpaxa, Cupus, Jlusan, Mspauns, Iarecmumna, Apasutickuii
nonyocmpos. Jlpyeoii ecunemckuil yuenviti, M. Myanmm, ommeuaem, umo Bnuoswcrnuii Bocmox -
amo pezuon om Hpana na eocmoxe 0o Jlueuu na 3anade u om Typyuu Ha cegepe 00 10CHbIX
epanuy Apasuiickozo nonyocmposa u ¢ Agpuxe 0o rooicnvix epanuy Cyoana. Taxou BrnuowcHuti
Bocmok - nonamue nomumuueckoe, u, N0 €20 MHEHWIO, JIyduie UCNOb308AMb MEPMUH
«Azuamcxo-Appuxanckuil  pecuony, GKTIOYAIOWUIL 6 cebs 6CI0  CNeyupuKy meppumopul,
HAUUHASL C 2e0epapuyeckoeo noaodiceHus Ha cmuike Eeponvl u Azuu, Agpuxa, u 3axanyusas
anepeopecypcamu. Hexomopwie yuenvle cpasnusarom 3KCUeccbl «apadcKoll GecHvly U ee
nocnedCmeust ¢ MaKumit MOWHBIMU UCIOPUYECKUMU Kamakmusmamu, Kax xpax Ocmanckot
umMnepuu u nosieieHIe HayuoHAIbHLIX apabckux oopazosarutl nocie Ilepol Mupogou Gotinbl. B
HbIHEeWHell cumyayuu OURIOMamust Y30ekucmana 00NiCHA CnOCOOCMBOBAINDb YPe2yiUpOBAHUIO
KOH(DIUKIMOS U NOZUMUBHBIM NOTUMUYECKUM U IKOHOMUYECKUM npeobpazosanusm bauicnezo
Bocmoka u umems npounyto anaaumu4ecKkyio OCHO8Y.

B cmamve uccnedyemes cumyayus na bauoicnem Bocmoke 6 céeme npousoueounx cmem
pexcuma u UsMEHeHUs. 2eONOTUMUYEecKoll Kongueypayuu pecuona. B cmamve ananuzupyiomcst
ocobennocmu ghopmuposanus u peanuzayuu enewnell nomumuxuy Mcnamvckoi Pecnyonuxu Hpan
(MPH) na Brusicnem Bocmoxe (Mpax, Typyus, Cuputicko-JTusano-Tlanecmunckas 3ona, Ecunem,
cmpanvt Iepcudckozo 3anusa, Hemen) konmerxcm mpancgopmayuu gpopm u memodos peanusa-
yuu Bawuremonckou cmpameauu «cucmemno2o coepocusanusy HMPU. Ocoboe eHumanue
Yyoensiemcs eviAgNieHU0 nomenyuana Mpana Kaxk 00HO20 U3 JUOEPO8 ONUNCHEBOCHIOUHO20
pezuona. Taxum obpazom, 8 cmamve WUPOKO OCEEUAIONC OCHOBHbIE HANPAGIEHUS GHEUHell
nonumuxu cmpan brauoicnezo Bocmoka u oaemces oyenxa cumyayuu Ha Bnuoicnem Bocmoke.

Onopuvle cnosa u evipwicenun: bmoichuit Bocmox, medxcoyHapooHas 6e30nacHocns,
pezuoHanbHbill Komnaexe, Ilepcuockuii 3anus, Heghmedobvisaroue CIMpPaHsl, BHEPEUOHAbHbIE
Oeporcasyl, [ic. Mopeenmay, CLLIA, Hpan, Poccus.

The Middle East is already a well-established concept in science and history. The
East, close to Europe, in the Middle Ages and in modern times denoted approximately
the same region as at present. At the same time, the changing environment, the situation
both in the region and in the world, as well as the development of science predetermine
discrepancies concerning the borders of the region and even to its designation.

Several Arab scholars believe that the term the Middle East itself was created to
include non-Arab countries such as Cyprus or Afghanistan in the region. This
demonstrates, firstly, a departure from the traditional concept of the "Arab world",
and, secondly, the central role of the West in the modern world order. Supporters of
this point of view prefer to use the term "Arab world™ or "Arab region" instead of the
Middle East, emphasizing the different features of the region than in the West.

! Axmanymmis  B. Ausanus usTepnperanuu TepMuHa «bnukHuii BoCTOK» apabos3bIYHBIMU
aBropamu . // Apmus u obmectBo (Poccus). - 2014. Ned. https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/analiz-
interpretatsii-termina-blizhniy-vostok-araboyazychnymi-avtorami.
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Developing the idea of the Arab world or region, Egyptian researchers R. Al-
Bustani and F. Fargus, analyzing regional processes starting with the formation of
modern states, do not use the term the Middle East, but write about the Arab world,
Arab states, North Africa, East Africa, "Fertile Crescent" in lIrag, Syria, Lebanon,
Israel, Palestine, the Arabian Peninsula. Another Egyptian scholar, M. Muallim, notes
that the Middle East is a region from Iran in the east to Libya in the west, and from
Turkey in the north to the southern borders of the Arabian Peninsula and in Africa to
the southern borders of Sudan. Such a Middle East is a political concept, and, in his
opinion, it is better to use the term "Asia-African region”, which includes all the
specifics of the territories, from the geographical location at the junction of Europe,
Asia, Africa, and ending with energy resources [Ahmadullin V. 2014 url].

Some of the Arab scholars use the term the Middle East, including parts of North
Africa, Southwest Asia, and Southeast Europe. The boundaries of the region remain
uncertain, however, in their opinion, the region could include Cyprus, Egypt, Turkey,
Sudan, as well as the Asian countries Iran, Iraq, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, and the
Arab countries of the Arabian Peninsula. Concerning Palestine, in a typical way for
Arab authors, the absence of Israel is indicated, but the presence of the occupied
territories of Palestine with the capital in Jerusalem. Rather, it is an ideological
rationale that has nothing to do with the prevailing realities.

Western authors have discrepancies both in the name of the region and in the
definition of its boundaries. For example, the Encyclopedia America indicates that
the Middle East covers mainly Southwest Asia and Northeast Africa, and also
covers the part of Europe that Turkey occupies. At the same time, the authors of
the encyclopedia emphasize the fact that the boundaries of the region are
changeable, and from time to time certain territories are included or excluded
from the region, and in the cultural and geostrategic sense, the region has always
been and will occupy a central place.

Also, it should be noted that historically the term Near East was used to refer to
the region. As noted in the Britannica encyclopedia, Middle East began to be used
only in the 20th century, although today the two concepts can be used
interchangeably. The terms near east, Middle East, FarEast were originally introduced
to refer to the entire “East”. nearest meant the Ottoman Empire and the Balkan
Peninsula in the 19th - early 20th centuries, the Middle East - the territories of the
Persian Gulf and South Asia, and FarEast - the Asia-Pacific region, that is, the regions
of Asia with access to the Pacific Ocean. During World War 11, the British began to
use the terms NearEast and MiddleEast as synonyms, and now they usually include
states from Morocco to Iran in the region, often using the abbreviation MENA - the
Middle East and North Africa, which, perhaps, more accurately describes the study
area and maybe geopolitically united into one region. Russian researchers also
sometimes use the concept of the Middle East and North Africa, and the analyzed
topics go beyond the region and may relate to such topics as Sino-Pakistani
cooperation or France's plans in the Sahel region.
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In our opinion, this region artificially includes countries such as Morocco, which,
despite their common religion and historical past, are much more involved in the
processes in Africa and Europe than in the Gulf region, at the same time, exclusion
from the region Pakistan seems to be much less justified than the inclusion of
Morocco or Algeria in it, since Pakistan is much more often and more directly
involved in the events in the Middle East-related to the Gulf countries, and is, in
particular, in regional organizations such as the Organization for Economic
Cooperation with involving, inter alia, Iran and Turkey. Also, the marked borders of
the region are much more Eurocentric, since they cover Europe from the south and
southeast, and are more expedient from the position of Western European states.

It should be noted that in the 21st century, in connection with the geopolitical
dynamics, there have been transformations that have affected both the name of the region
and its borders. In 2004, the US administration called for an expanded interpretation of
the region's borders. During the G8 summit, US President George W. Bush. introduced a
new term into the political lexicon - "Greater Middle East" (Greater Middle East).

In Russia, since the times of the Soviet Union, the term Near and the Middle
East has become widespread. There is an opinion that Iran and Afghanistan, and
sometimes Pakistan also belong to the Middle East. The term “Middle” itself,
applied to the East, characterizes its position between the Far and Near East,
based on the criterion of distance from the European subcontinent?.

It is possible to highlight materials in which the term the Middle East is
interpreted as a literal translation of the concept of the Middle East. In particular,
the online resource World Digital Library, based on information from the Library
of the US Congress, denotes the Middle East like Syria, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Saudi Arabia, and other states of the Arabian Peninsula, as well as Egypt, Sudan,
Eritrea, and Ethiopia. A similar definition is given by UNESCO.

The Great Russian Encyclopedia uses the term the Middle East, interpreting it
as “territories in southwestern Asia and northeastern Africa, where Egypt, Sudan,
Bahrain, Israel, Jordan, Irag, Yemen, Qatar, Cyprus, Kuwait, Lebanon are located,
UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Palestinian National Autonomy”’.

The Middle East stands out as a separate security complex in the framework of
the theory of B. Buzan and O. Wever. They refer to the regional complex as "a
group of states whose main security concerns link them so closely that their
national security cannot be considered in isolation from each other."2,

The regional security complex should include the following variables:

- borders dividing the regional security complex;

- the presence of two or more autonomous units in the structure of the regional
security complex;

! Ucaes T. Uro Ttakoe «bmmxuuii Boctox»? [/ Tlepcnextusbl (Poccus), 08.04.2020.
http://www.perspektivy.info/book/chto_takoje_blizhnij_vostok 2009-09-30.htm.

2 See: Buzan B. and Waever O. Regions and Powers. The Structure of International Security.—
Cambridge University Press, 2003.564 p.
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- the presence of poles, between which the strength of the participants in the
complex is distributed;

- the existence of a social structure with more friendly and more hostile
relations between states.

International security is determined at the regional level. The modern
international system is a superpower - the United States - and the great powers -
Russia, the European Union, China, and Japan - as well as regional complexes,
one of which is the Middle East. The capabilities of a superpower and great
powers allow them to interact with various regional security complexes.

The most active interaction is taking place within the regional security complexes.
These complexes have a certain degree of autonomy, determined, among other things,
by history. The Middle East macro-level security complex includes three
interconnected sub-complexes: the Persian Gulf, the Levant, and the Maghrebl1.

In our opinion, based on the research topic and modern realities, the region
under consideration is better characterized precisely through the prism of the
theory of regional security complexes.

The “Middle East” and “oil” have become inextricably linked images of world
geopolitics. It is also generally recognized that oil reserves and production in the
Middle East are of great importance to the global economy. Estimating oil and gas
reserves is usually a task associated with many uncertainties since producing countries
tend to exaggerate their energy potential to attract investment and increase international
prestige, as do energy companies interested in increasing the value of their company.

If we start from the countries of the Persian Gulf, where the main reserves of
the region's energy resources are concentrated, it can be noted that these states
together occupy an area of 5.4 million square kilometers (or about 3.6% of the
Earth's surface), but their importance for the global oil economy is unmatched. It
is no coincidence that these countries, led by Saudi Arabia, make up the core of
OPEC - the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries.

The energy center of gravity of the whole world is concentrated in the region.
The famous American geologist Everett Lee DeGolyer (1886-1956) was one of
the first oilmen to recognize the unique abundance of oil resources in the Middle
East. In 1943, he visited Saudi Arabia on a special mission to collect data to
estimate the volume of Middle Eastern oil. In a report published in July 1944,
DeGolyer estimated the oil reserves of Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
and Qatar at about 27 barrels per day, but also suggested that larger reserves were
yet to be discovered. He concluded that the "center of gravity" of world oil
production is shifting from the Caribbean to the Persian Gulf.

The findings of the report, delivered at the height of World War I1, underlie
the geopolitical significance of the Middle East today. After World War I, the
role of the region's oil-producing countries continued to grow, however, due to

! See: Buzan B. People, States, and Fear. — Brighton: Wheatsheaf, 1983., P. 106.
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extremely low energy prices determined by consumer companies rather than
market conditions, the energy-exporting countries did not receive dividends that
would allow them to get out of the state of permanent poverty.

The situation changed after the 1973 oil crisis when Arab countries refused to sell
energy resources to those states that support Israel in the conflict with Palestine. As a
result, a shortage of energy resources appeared on the world market, prices rose
sharply, and at the same time, the issue of security of supplies to consumer countries
arose in the context of an aggravated military-political situation.

Significant financial resources fell into the hands of the oil-producing states,
which allowed them to become on a par with the most prosperous states in the
world. Politically, their role in the international arena has grown dramatically.
New regional powers were formed, claiming leading roles in the Middle East. The
total energy reserves of the Persian Gulf zone are estimated to be up to 60% of the
world. The Middle East accounts for a third of world oil production, one-sixth of
gas production, 48% of proved oil reserves, and 38% of proved gas reserves®.

Among the region’'s richest countries in energy resources, Saudi Arabia stands
out, which has the largest oil reserves in the Middle East - 297,700 barrels in
2018, the Kingdom has 17.2% of the world's total proven oil reserves and is also
the largest oil exporter. , according to OPEC data.

The main reserves are concentrated in several fields, which include the
onshore Gavar field, which has been developed since 1951, the Safania offshore
oil field, which has been developed since 1957, and the Shaiba onshore field,
which was brought onstream in 1998. also considered the largest onshore oil field
in the world. It is operated by Saudi Aramco, Saudi Arabia's national oil company.

Iran ranks second in oil reserves among the Middle Eastern countries,
producing 155.6 thousand barrels in 2018. The country has about 9% of the
world's proven oil reserves. It ranks fourth in the world among the countries with
the largest oil reserves.

Major oil fields in Iran include the Marun, Ahvaz, Gachsaran, Aghajari, and
Esfandiar oil fields. Located in the Iranian province of Khuzistan, the Marun field
is estimated to contain 22 billion barrels of recoverable oil reserves, making it one
of the world's largest onshore oil fields. It was commissioned in 1966.

The onshore Ahvaz field in the Khuzistan region is considered one of the three
largest oil fields in the world in terms of production. Ahvaz, which is owned by
the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) and operated by the National Iranian
Southern Oil Company (NISOC), has been operating since 1954.

Irag ranks third in the list of countries with the largest oil reserves in the
Middle East, with 147.2 thousand barrels in 2018. The country produces almost
90% of its oil from onshore oil fields in the southern part of the country. The

! Rasoul Sorkhabi. How Much Oil in the Middle East?. // GeoExpro (UK), 2014.
https://www.geoexpro.com/articles/2014/02/how-much-oil-in-the-middle-east.
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cities of Basra, Baghdad, and Ramadi store most of the country's oil reserves, and
according to the World Bank, Iraq needs an annual investment of $ 1 billion to
continue its current oil production.

The country primarily exploits the world's third-largest producing field,
Rumaila, with an estimated 17 billion barrels of recoverable oil remaining.

Iraq also operates the Majnoun field located in the south of the country. This field
is considered one of the richest oil fields in the world with oil reserves ranging from
23 to 25 billion barrels and proven reserves of 12.8 billion barrels of oil.

Kuwait, despite its small size, makes a significant contribution to the global
energy market and has the fourth-largest oil reserves in the Middle East. In 2018,
101.5 thousand barrels were produced, and being the third-largest oil producer
among the OPEC countries, the country owns 8% of the world's oil reserves.

Oil production in Kuwait is carried out from three main fields. One of them is
Ratka, which is located in the northern part of the country. The field is expected to
help meet the target of 4 million barrels of oil per day.

The Burgan field is considered the second-largest oil field in the world. It is
located in the south of Kuwait and is capable of producing up to 1.7 million
barrels per day. Kuwait has been developing this field since 1938.

The Kuwait Oil Company plans to invest in Big Burgan to increase capacity through
improved oil recovery techniques such as seawater and carbon dioxide injection.

The country also produces crude oil from the Wafra oil field, located within
the onshore Divided Neutral Zone (PZ) near southern Kuwait.

The Wafra oil field, covering an area of about 5,000 km?, includes four other
fields, including South Fuvaris, South Umm Gudair, Humma, and Ark.

The United Arab Emirates is also one of the world's 10 largest oil producers,
with the fifth-largest oil reserves. As a member of OPEC and the Gas Exporting
Countries Forum (GECF), the country manages several major fields, including
Murban, which is the country's main export stream. More than 90% of the UAE's
reserves are located in Abu Dhabi, followed by Dubai and Sharjah.

One of the main fields in the country is the Upper Zakum field, located about
84 km northwest of the Abu Dhabi islands.

The field, which currently produces 640,000 barrels of oil per day, has
approximately 50 billion barrels of oil reserves.

There are several centers of power in the Middle East that claim a dominant role
in regional processes. Among them are Saudi Arabia, Iran, Turkey, and Israel. It
seems that when analyzing their foreign policy, it is advisable to proceed from the
provisions of the theory of political realism, including neoclassical, and neorealism.

The founder of political realism, Hans Morgenthau, believed that such eternal
natural qualities as anarchy, lust for power, and selfishness are always inherent in
human nature. The nature of international relations, like human nature, is
anarchic. Therefore, it is wrong to demand any evolution from international
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relations, a transition from wars to eternal peace. In this anarchy, the right of force
dominates. Therefore, the rules of international relations determine the strongest®.

According to G. Morgenthau, those states that are unable to compete with the
leading powers play a subordinate role in international relations. Their independence is
limited by the interests of the most powerful states. Countries can resolve their local
issues until they collide with the interests of a state equal or superior in strength. To
change the balance of power in your favor, you need to enter into alliances. However,
these alliances are also short-lived and last only as long as the national interests of these
countries coincide. Collisions of the national interests of states are inevitable.

In the Middle East, two leading extra-regional powers can be distinguished -
the United States and Russia, which, along with the leading regional powers, form
the balance of power in the region. The rest of the states can follow the policy of
these centers of power, ensuring relative independence only by skillful
maneuvering between their dominant interests.

The balance of power is central to the maintenance of peace. However, in
conditions of turbulence of regional processes, the balance of power becomes
extremely unstable and rapidly changing, which is inevitably accompanied by
local conflicts with the participation of external forces. This balance is most often
fragile since each state by its nature seeks to change it in its favor, but after the
Arab spring, the entire regional security complex is subject to processes that affect
fundamental factors, so armed conflicts become characteristic of the Middle East.

The ideas of G. Morgenthau received their critical development in the works
of K. Waltz. Analyzing the situation in the Black East and the intense competition
between Saudi Arabia and Iran, he believed that the development of nuclear
weapons by Tehran in the future would bring more peace and stability to the
region than before. In his opinion, the presence of nuclear weapons in Iran will
force the United States to refrain from attacking and will allow it to contain Israel.
If following Iran, Saudi Arabia tries to obtain nuclear weapons, this will make it
possible to mutually deter Tehran and Riyadh from attack?.

According to K. Waltz, any state facing a dilemma of strength or security must
choose security. Therefore, Saudi Arabia and Iran, as well as Iran and Israel,
avoid a direct attack. To ensure security, K. Waltz considers the “sufficient” level
of strength, which is necessary to ensure the survival of the state and protect its
national interests, to be decisive. Further, "excessive" build-up of force becomes
dangerous due to the threat of being drawn into an armed conflict. An “excess” of
strength is just as dangerous as a lack of it3.

! See: Hans Morgenthau and Kenneth Thompson, Politics Among Nations. - 6th edition, New-
York: McGraw-Hill, 2005, 752 p.

2 See: Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz. The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate
Renewed. —New-York: W.W. Norton, 2003. 220 p.

3See: K. Waltz. Theory of International Politics. New-York: McGraw-Hill, 1979. 251 p.
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Saudi Arabia has the largest energy reserves in the region and the world,
giving it powerful financial resources. In addition, Riyadh traditionally relies on
its special position in the Islamic world as a "keeper of Muslim shrines."

Saudi Arabia is trying to justify its claims to regional leadership by its active
position on all issues related to the Islamic world. Saudi Arabia traditionally
demonstrates its leadership in the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, which
unites the entire Muslim world, as well as in the League of Arab States. Riyadh is
in favor of the creation of a Palestinian state and against the State of Israel. At the
same time, in a certain way, the position of Saudi Arabia is undermined by its
alliance with the United States and the deployment of American military bases on
its territory, as well as by its relatively weak military potential®.

The weak military-technical potential of Saudi Arabia prevents it from conflict
with Iran, which has been going on for more than a decade. So far, Riyadh is
unable to defeat the "hybrid wars" with Iran either in Syria or in Yemen, but the
confrontation continues throughout the region, largely determining its geopolitics.

Saudi Arabia blames Iran for meddling and destabilizing Shiite-majority
countries such as Irag and Bahrain, as well as countries with significant minority
Shia communities such as Kuwait, Lebanon, and Yemen. The position of Saudi
Arabia is that Iran has no right to interfere in the internal affairs of other countries,
especially Arab countries?.

Thus, Iraq has a rich history as a key member of the Arab community. He was
and can be an important force in the Arab world. He is a founding member of the
Arab League, the United Nations, and OPEC, has an enormous wealth of natural
resources, and may one day become a major player in the energy markets. It is
located in the heart of the Middle East, but according to the Saudis, much of its
potential is being suppressed by Iranian intervention. Iraq has become an important
arena for growing Iranian influence in the aftermath of the 2003 US invasion.

Over the past decade, Yemen has emerged as a security threat to Saudi Arabia.
The military intervention of the coalition led by Saudi Arabia, which began in 2015,
against the pro-lranian group Ansar Allah, did not bring results. Moreover, the
protracted conflict has led to threats to the territorial integrity and security of Saudi
Arabia itself. For example, in the spring of 2019, Ansar Allah supporters launched
missile attacks and drone attacks on Saudi Aramco's Saudi pumping stations,
announcing that the attack was just the beginning of a broader campaign targeting
300 "vital military targets" in Saudi Arabia. UAE and their bases in Yemen?.

! Kprouxos Y. Buemnss nonutuka Caynosckoit Apasuu Ha Biamsxnem BocToke B Hauane 21 Beka.
/I Bectauk Bomrorpaiackoro rocymapctBeHHoro yHumBepcuteta. Cepus  4:  Hctopwst
Peruonosenenue. MexayHaposusie otaomenus. 2017. T. 22 Ne3. C. 142-149.

2 Turki Al Faisal bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud. Saudi Arabia's Foreign Policy. // Middle East Policy
Council (USA), 2013. https://mepc.org/saudi-arabias-foreign-policy.

% Yemen's Future Looks Grim After Saleh Killing. // Chatham House (UK), 2019.
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/yemens-future-looks-grim-after-saleh-killing.
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In Lebanon, Riyadh is providing financial assistance to the government to
strengthen government agencies and weaken the parallel structures represented by
the pro-Iranian Hezbollah.

In Syria, Saudi Arabia from the very beginning advocated regime change, calling for
the transfer of B. Assad and his "Iranian patrons™ to the International Criminal Court.

Egypt has a special place in the security interests of Saudi Arabia. It is the
largest Arab country with close and historically deep and significant ties with
Riyadh. King Abdullah maintained close relations with President H. Mubarak for
over 30 years. Rejecting him or any of his close allies during the revolutionary
uprising was not a viable option for Riyadh. The new Egyptian government
headed by M. Morsi, in the opinion of Saudi Arabia, "turned out to be incapable
and incompetent to govern such a country as Egypt."*

After the removal of the Muslim Brotherhood from the leadership of the
country, King Abdullah of the KSA became the first leader to congratulate the
Egyptian leadership and authorize the allocation of $ 5 billion in grants, loans, and
deposits for the new Egyptian government.

The Islamic Republic of Iran occupies an advantageous geostrategic position.
Located in the center of the region, from the north it is washed by the Caspian
Sea, from the south - by the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz, through which
all sea transportation of energy resources of the Persian Gulf is carried out. Iran
shares borders with Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, the South Caucasus, and Central
Asia, as well as Afghanistan and Pakistan, opening access to South Asia. This
gives the country an extremely advantageous military and economic position.

Iran also has a relatively developed industrial base aimed at diversifying the country's
economy and minimizing its dependence on energy exports, which is still quite high.

Iran's foreign policy is based on a belief in regional leadership and claims to
leadership in the Islamic world, which is based on the potential of the Islamic
Republic and the ideas of the Islamic Revolution.

Iran's ambitions and ideology led to its permanent confrontation with the
United States and Saudi Arabia. With Washington, the rivalry is taking place both
in the military-political and economic spheres. Politically, Tehran opposes
American plans in the Middle East, because the country is currently surrounded
by US military bases from the west (Irag and Turkey), the south (Arab monarchies
of the Persian Gulf), and the east (Afghanistan), as existential a threat to their
existence. In economic terms, the United States has traditionally pursued a policy
of sanctions against the Islamic Republic, which is a heavy burden on the
development of Iran's economy.

Russian Federation in the 1990s has almost completely withdrawn from the
Middle East. The restoration of its position began only in the 21st century. The

L Turki Al Faisal bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud. Saudi Arabia's Foreign Policy. Middle East Policy
Council (USA), 2013. https://mepc.org/saudi-arabias-foreign-policy
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processes of building up Russia's influence were sharply accelerated as a result of
the processes of the Arab Spring, which significantly changed the strategic
alignment of forces in the region.

As Russian expert A. Kortunov notes, "with relatively small investments of
material resources and with minimal combat losses, Moscow managed to turn
from an almost invisible extra on the Middle East scene into one of the main
characters, without which today it is impossible to solve a single major issue of
regional security."

Russia in the Middle East relies on the military-political factor. Thus, its
military assistance to the government of the Syrian Arab Republic directly
affected the radical change in the situation in the country. After 2015, the
positions of the Assad government were no longer threatened by an immediate
overthrow, and joint Russian-Syrian operations at each stage led to new successes.
Syria has become a key indicator of Russia's influence in the Middle East.

In contrast to other influential international players, Russia was able to
maintain constructive relations with almost all parties to the Middle East conflicts
- with Israelis and Palestinians, with Sunnis and Shiites, with Turks and Kurds,
with Iran, and with the Arab monarchies of the Gulf.
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