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USING TECHNOLOGY TO CHANGE PRACTICES IN PRESCHOOL 

CLASSROOMS – CAN IT WORK?  

 

Sherri Le Mottee 

International ECD consultant (World Bank) 

 

Learning from the design and implementation of the innovative 

playful learning approaches to improve children’s readiness for primary 

education in Uzbekistan. 

Pedagogical approaches associated with positive child development 

include high quality interaction, play-based learning and opportunities for 

children to self-direct their learning. The Government of Uzbekistan has 

committed to reforming preschool education, prioritising upskilling teachers to 

use international best practice. The World Bank Project, Promoting Early 

Childhood Development (P165737), has financed the improvement of preschool 

education, including activities to promote child-centred practices. The pandemic 

spurred the need for innovative approaches to ensuring ~2.7 million children 

aged 3-7 in Uzbekistan have access to best practice preschool pedagogy. 

The Innovative Playful Learning Approaches activity aims to boost the 

capacity of preschool teachers to use play-based learning approaches, thus 

improving children’s school readiness. Implementation will prioritise children in 

rural and under-served areas and will endeavour to reach half of preschool 
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teachers nationally. The activity includes: (1) development of interactive, video-

based teacher training; (2) design of a mobile/tablet/web-based application to 

facilitate teacher training, disseminate learning resources and support 

implementation of playful learning approaches; (3) parental engagement in 

learning through play in the home environment, supported by teachers; and (4) 

evaluating the extent to which innovations advance child-centred, play-based 

practices at preschool and home, and the relationship with child development.  

Evaluation will investigate the elements of training most effective in 

shifting teacher and parent practices, and to what extent this influences 

children’s development. Importantly, is the innovation inclusive and does it 

promote equitable education? Learnings will inform the Ministry of Preschool 

Education’s design of pre- and in-service teacher training (approaches, content), 

and resources developed will facilitate scale up of training for all 56,000 

preschool teachers in Uzbekistan. The research activity is underway, with 

resources under development and preparation for the pilot.  
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Новейшая история Узбекистана является неотъемлемой частью 

новейшей истории человечества, она тесно переплетена с региональными и 

глобальными процессами. Объявив государственную независимость, 

Узбекистан взял курс на коренное преобразование всей политической и 

социально-экономической системы страны. Этот процесс проходил в 

условиях сложных политических, мировоззренческих и социально-

экономических трансформаций. 

Согласно демократическим принципам были сформированы основы 

национальной государственности и политической системы, в которых 

разделены функции и полномочия законодательной, исполнительной и 

судебной ветвей власти. Либерализация политической и социально-

экономической жизни в нашей стране осуществляется поэтапно, 

целенаправленно, при этом важнейшими её характеристиками выступают 

обеспечение системной стабильности, гражданского мира и 

межнационального согласия. В последние годы особое внимание уделяется 

реализации общенационального проекта «от сильного государства – к 

сильному гражданскому обществу».  


