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Annotation: The study of spontaneous speech has become increasingly important in the 

field of linguistics, particularly in the realm of language processing and artificial intelligence. 

As we strive to create more realistic and engaging dialogue systems, understand the nuances 

of human communication, and improve the accuracy of speech recognition and machine 

translation, capturing the complexities of spontaneous speech becomes crucial. One key 

aspect of this challenge lies in recognizing and annotating fixed expressions, those seemingly 

“frozen” phrases or chunks of language that often deviate from the typical patterns of 

individual words. This paper explores the significance of fixed expressions in the context of 

oral spontaneity annotation, arguing that their inclusion is not merely a stylistic choice, but a 

necessary step towards achieving more accurate and insightful representations of human 

language. 
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Fixed expressions are pervasive in spontaneous speech, adding richness, nuance, and 

even revealing insights into the speaker’s thought processes and conversational style. 

Understanding their role in oral spontaneity annotation is essential for developing robust NLP 

models that can accurately process and interpret human language. 

This paper will delve into the specific ways in which fixed expressions enhance our 

understanding of oral spontaneity, discussing their role in: 

 Reflecting natural language use 

 Identifying spontaneous speech 

 Enhancing annotation quality 

 Advancing NLP applications 

By exploring these key aspects, we aim to demonstrate the crucial importance of 

incorporating fixed expressions into the process of oral spontaneity annotation, paving the 

way for more accurate and meaningful representations of human language. 

Fixed expressions, also known as idioms, collocations, or formulaic sequences, are 

crucial for accurate and nuanced oral spontaneity annotation. Here’s why: 

1. Reflecting Natural Language: 

 Authenticity: Fixed expressions are ubiquitous in spoken language, and their absence in 

annotations would make the data sound stilted and unnatural. 

 Nuance: Idioms and collocations often convey meanings beyond the literal 

interpretation of their individual words, adding depth and richness to spontaneous speech. 

2. Identifying Spontaneous Speech: 

 Distinguishing from planned speech: Fixed expressions are less common in carefully 

planned speech, so their presence can signal spontaneous and unplanned utterances. 

 Understanding Conversational Flow: Fixed expressions often act as conversational 

fillers, disfluencies, or turn-taking markers, which are essential for understanding the flow of 

spontaneous conversation. 
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3. Enhancing Annotation Quality: 

 Improved transcription accuracy: Identifying fixed expressions can help transcribers 

avoid misinterpretations and ensure accuracy. 

 More meaningful analysis: Annotations that capture fixed expressions allow for 

deeper analysis of language use, including the speaker’s style, cultural background, and the 

context of the interaction. 

4. Applications in NLP: 

 Speech recognition: Identifying fixed expressions can improve the accuracy of 

automatic speech recognition systems, as these expressions often have unique phonetic 

properties. 

 Machine translation: Recognizing idioms and collocations is vital for producing more 

natural and idiomatic translations. 

 Dialogue systems: Understanding fixed expressions helps create more engaging and 

realistic dialogue systems. 

Challenges: 

 Identifying fixed expressions: There is no definitive list of fixed expressions, and their 

usage can vary across different contexts and cultures. 

 Annotating variations: Fixed expressions can have subtle variations in form, which can 

be challenging to capture consistently. 

Conclusion 

Fixed expressions play a vital role in oral spontaneity annotation by reflecting natural 

language use, facilitating the identification of spontaneous speech, improving annotation 

quality, and enhancing the effectiveness of NLP applications. Recognizing the importance of 

fixed expressions is key to achieving accurate and insightful annotations of spoken language. 
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