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Annotation: This study explores how various English accents influence the listening

comprehension of non-native English speakers and examines their perceptions and opinions

on the topic. Conducted with 38 pre-service English language teachers, the research employed

three data collection methods. Participants completed listening comprehension tests, a

semantic differential scale, and a reflective paper. Audio.recordings featuring different English

accents were used randomly in the listening tests. The results highlighted that familiarity with

World Englishes (WEs) plays a crucial role in improving listening comprehension and reducing
biases against non-native English accents.
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MPOCIYIIUBAHUE PA3/TMYHBIX AHTVIMICKUX-BAPUAHTOB U
AKUEHTOB

AHHOTauMA: B 3TOM HcCleJOBaHUU U3ydyadeTcs, KaK pasjMyHble aKLleHThl aHTJIMHCKOTO
S3bIKa BJIMSIOT Ha BOCIPUATHE PEYH Ha CIyX y HEHOCHTeJIeHd aHTJIMACKOIO A3bIKa, a TaKXe
M3y4yaeTCcsd WX BOCIPUATHE M MHeHHe M0 3TOM TeMe. McciemoBaHue npoBoausock ¢ 38
OyAyIMMH yYUTEJNAMH aHIJIMMCKOTO f3bIKa M HCII0JIb30BaJIO TPU MeToJa cbopa JaHHBIX.
Y4acTHUKM 3alOJIHAJIM TeCTbl Ha BOCIHPUATHE peYh Ha CJAyX, LIKaJy CeMaHTU4YeCKOro
JnddepeHnana M pedJieKCUBHYIO paboTy. AyAMO3alMCHA C pPa3JM4YHbBIMU aKLlEeHTaMH
AHTJIMHACKOIO S3bIKa MCI0JIb30BaIMCh C/Iy4YallHbIM 06pa30M B TeCTax Ha BOCIPUSTHE peuU Ha
cayX. Pe3sysnbTaThbl MoKasaad, 4YTO 3HAKOMCTBO C MUPOBbIMU aHrauickumu (WE) wurpaet
pellawIyo poJib B yJAy4YlIeHUU BOCOPUATHUA PeUM Ha CJIyX U CHWKEHUU NpPeJB3ATOCTHU IO
OTHOILEHMIO K aKLleHTaM HEHOCUTEeJIeH aHTJIMMCKOTO A3bIKa.

Kiro4eBble c/10Ba: akieHT, pa3HO0Opa3ne, pOTUYHOCTb, MHTOHALUA, YlapeHUe, CJIEHT,
WUIMOMBI, IMaJIEKT, IOHUMaHUe, BO3JeCTBHE.

INTRODUCTION

English has evolved into a global lingua franca, spoken by millions of people worldwide
in diverse cultural and linguistic contexts. This widespread use has resulted in the development
of various English varieties and accents, such as British, American, Australian, Indian, and
Nigerian English, each shaped by historical, geographical, and cultural influences. These
varieties differ not only in pronunciation and accent but also in vocabulary, grammar, and
usage, reflecting the unique identities of the speakers. For learners of English as a second or
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foreign language, understanding and navigating this diversity is both a challenge and a
necessity.

The importance of embracing this diversity in English cannot be overstated. As English
increasingly serves as a medium for global interaction, the ability to understand different
accents is vital for fostering cross-cultural communication and mutual respect. Exposure to a
wide range of English varieties not only improves listening comprehension but also broadens
learners' cultural horizons, helping them appreciate the linguistic richness and adaptability of
the language.

This paper explores the significance of listening to different English accents, focusing on
how it affects non-native speakers' comprehension and attitudes. By examining the experiences
of learners, the study sheds light on the challenges they face, the importance of exposure to
WEs, and the ways in which such exposure can enhance linguistic competence and cultural
sensitivity. In an interconnected world, mastering the skill of understanding diverse English
accents is an essential step toward achieving effective global communication.[1]

LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODOLOGY

The increasing globalization of English has brought attention to the impact of different
English varieties and accents on non-native speakers’ language skills, particularly listening
comprehension. Research highlights that listening to unfamiliar accents can pose significant
challenges for learners, often due to variations in pronunciation, intonation, and speech rate
(Gass & Varonis, 1984). For instance, Jenkins (2000) emphasizes that phonological differences
in World Englishes (WEs) may hinder intelligibility, especially for listeners accustomed to
standardized varieties such.as American or British English.

Bias against non-native English-accents has also been ‘explored in existing literature.
Lippi-Green (2012) points out.that native-like.accents;are often-idealized, creating unrealistic
expectations for non-native speakers. Such biases can affect perceptions of intelligibility and
proficiency. However, Kim (2009) suggests that emphasizing mutual intelligibility rather than
accent conformity can help learners build confidence and develop practical listening skills.

Despite its importance, limited exposure to diverse English varieties remains a challenge
in language education. Research calls for incorporating audio materials featuring multiple
accents into teaching practices to improve learners' listening comprehension and foster a
positive attitude toward linguistic diversity.[2]

DISCUSSION AND RESULTS

The findings of this study highlight the complex interplay between familiarity with
English accents, listening comprehension, and learner perceptions. The results indicate that
familiarity with World Englishes (WEs) significantly impacts non-native speakers’ ability to
comprehend spoken English and shapes their attitudes toward different accents. This section
discusses the implications of these findings in relation to previous research and the broader
context of English language learning.

Effect of Accent Familiarity on Listening Comprehension

Participants demonstrated higher comprehension scores when listening to more familiar
accents, such as American or British English, compared to less familiar varieties like Australian
or non-native English accents. This aligns with Gass and Varonis (1984), who found that
exposure and familiarity reduce the cognitive load associated with processing unfamiliar
phonological features. However, the lower scores for less familiar accents suggest that limited
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exposure to diverse varieties in traditional language instruction creates challenges for learners
when encountering real-world English.[3]

The participants’ reflective papers further revealed that unfamiliar accents often caused
difficulties in decoding pronunciation and identifying key information, especially when speech
rates or intonation patterns differed significantly from their expectations. These findings
underscore the importance of incorporating varied accent models into listening practice to
enhance learners’ adaptability.[4]

Perceptions of Different Accents

The semantic differential scale ratings revealed noticeable biases. Participants often
perceived native-like accents as clearer and more intelligible, reflecting a preference for
standardized varieties. This corroborates Lippi-Green's (2012) assertion that native-like
accents are often idealized in language education, perpetuating biases against non-native
varieties. However, the reflective papers suggested that these biases diminished as participants
became more familiar with the diverse accents used in the study, highlighting the role of
exposure in fostering acceptance and appreciation of linguistic diversity.

Cultural and Pedagogical Implications

One of the key insights from this study is the role of World Englishes in promoting not
only linguistic competence but also cultural awareness. Exposure to a range of English accents
prepares learners for authentic communication in multicultural settings, aligning with
Matsuda’s (2018) call for integrating WEs into language education. Furthermore, participants
expressed that listening to non-native accents encouraged them to reflect on their own biases
and recognize the global nature of English.

Challenges and Opportunities

While participants acknewledged the walue-of listening to different accents, they also
noted challenges such as frustration when unable to understand certain speech patterns. These
challenges highlight the need for structured practice and gradual exposure to ensure learners
feel supported rather than overwhelmed. Teachers and curriculum designers can address these
issues by selecting audio materials that represent a balance of familiarity and novelty, gradually
increasing the complexity of accents over time.[5]

Implications for Teacher Education

As pre-service teachers, the participants in this study will play a crucial role in shaping
future learners’ attitudes toward English varieties. Their experiences underscore the
importance of equipping language teachers with strategies to incorporate diverse accents into
their teaching. This not only enhances learners’ listening comprehension but also promotes
inclusivity and respect for linguistic diversity.

Limitations and Future Research

While this study provides valuable insights, it has limitations. The sample size of 38
participants, while sufficient for initial findings, may limit the generalizability of the results.
Future research could explore similar questions with larger and more diverse groups of
learners. Additionally, longitudinal studies could examine how sustained exposure to various
accents affects comprehension and attitudes over time.

The results of the study revealed several key findings regarding the effects of different
English accents on non-native speakers’ listening comprehension and their perceptions of these
accents.[6]
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1. Listening Comprehension Performance

The participants’ performance on the listening comprehension tests varied significantly
depending on the accents featured in the audio recordings.

. Higher Scores for Familiar Accents: Participants scored the highest when listening to
American and British accents, which were the most familiar to them. These accents were
perceived as clearer and easier to understand.

. Lower Scores for Less Familiar Accents: Comprehension scores dropped for Australian
and non-native English accents. Participants cited unfamiliar pronunciation, intonation
patterns, and speech rates as primary challenges in decoding these accents.

2. Perceptions of Accent Clarity and Intelligibility

Data from the semantic differential scale indicated varying perceptions of clarity and
intelligibility:

1.  Native-Like Accents Preferred: American and British English were rated as the clearest
and most intelligible. This reflects the participants’ exposure to these accents in their
educational materials and media.

2. Mixed Opinions on Non-Native Accents: Non-native accents were perceived as less
clear and sometimes harder to follow, although participants noted that some speakers were
easier to understand due to slower speech rates or more neutral intonation.

3. Insights from Reflective Papers

Qualitative data from the reflective papers provided deeper insights into the participants’
experiences:

. Challenges with Unfamiliar Accents: Many participants described feelings of
frustration and difficulty when encountering accents they ' were unaccustomed to, particularly
those with significant phonetie differences.

. Shifting Attitudes: Despite initial biases, exposure to a variety of accents helped
participants develop a greater appreciation for the diversity of English. Some noted that
repeated listening improved their comprehension and reduced their discomfort with less
familiar accents.

4. Role of Familiarity with World Englishes

The findings highlight the importance of familiarity with World Englishes (WEs) in
improving listening comprehension. Participants who had prior exposure to diverse accents
through media or interactions with international speakers performed better and reported
fewer difficulties.

CONCLUSION

These findings have practical implications for language education. Incorporating audio
materials featuring diverse English accents into teaching practices can better prepare learners
for real-world communication and promote greater cultural sensitivity. For pre-service
teachers, this exposure is particularly valuable, as it equips them to foster inclusivity and
adaptability in their future classrooms.

In conclusion, the ability to understand different English accents is a vital skill in today’s
globalized world. Language education should prioritize fostering this skill through deliberate
exposure to World Englishes, thereby enhancing learners’ listening comprehension, reducing
accent bias, and broadening their cultural awareness. By embracing the rich diversity of
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English, learners and educators alike can contribute to a more inclusive and effective model of
communication.
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